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Note from the Committee: 
 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the nation’s oldest non-
partisan civil rights group. Founded in 1909, the NAACP’s mission is to is to ensure the political, 
educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate race-based 
discrimination. This being an election year, the Vermont Branches of the NAACP set a joint goal to 
focus on political voice and involvement and have worked to engage candidates and community in 
dialogue about racial equity in our state.  
 
All state and federal-level candidates who were registered with the Vermont Secretary of State as of 
August 14, 2018 were invited to complete a written survey comprised of eight questions, as were 
candidates running for local offices in Rutland and Windham Counties; the primary jurisdictions of the 
Rutland and Windham Area Branches of the NAACP. The questions were developed through a joint 
process of the Political Action Committees of the both branches. The questions prompted candidates 
to provide their perspectives and plans to address issues of significant influence in the lives and well-
being of people of color and captures some of the most critical and controversial topics of today. 
Recognizing that no dimension of identity exists separate of others, some questions are intentionally 
intersectional as, in the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”  
 
We are pleased to present you with our first ever Candidate Inquiry Report. This report compiles 
information received from candidates from local, and state positions in Vermont as well as responses 
from candidates seeking election to federal positions. The goal is to provide Vermonters with insight 
into the attitudes and beliefs as well as intentions to address specific problems faced by people of 
color today. This is not an endorsement of any candidate; it is insight into the candidate’s position on 
issues about racial injustice and how closely their views and intentions to address the issue align with 
our own.  
 
As a non-partisan organization, we invite all candidates to the table because we believe that dignity, 
identity, access to resources, respect, and freedom are not bound by political affiliation, but they are 
matters of humanity that all people-especially those who seek to serve our community-should care 
deeply about. We encourage you to read each candidate’s response and decide how their response 
aligns with your own thoughts and values. For this reason, you will notice that candidate answers 
appear before our analysis. We hope that you find this report to be useful and thought provoking and 
ultimately, that it provides you with information that helps you to make an informed decision on 
election day this November. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Tabitha Pohl-Moore      Steffen Gillom 
President       President 
Rutland Area Branch of the NAACP   Windham Area Branch of the NAACP 
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NAACP CANDIDATE INQUIRY REPORT 
 

Methodology: 
Surveys were sent to candidates through e-mail and through the United States Postal Service. Candidates were given the 
option to provide answers through Survey Monkey or they could return the survey in a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
provided in the USPS correspondence.  
 
Upon collection of the survey responses, Executive Committee members from the Vermont Branches of the NAACP 
reviewed all candidate responses and compared them with official NAACP position statements. Where no official position 
statement was readily available, Executive Committee members utilized the NAACP principles and mission to determine 
how each answer reflected the NAACP mission and values and identified both similarities and differences. Both 
similarities and differences are recorded in the results you will see in the following pages.  
 
For the survey, candidates could earn a score of 0-5 on each question using the following scale: 

0- The candidate’s response directly opposes the NAACP mission, values and/or official position; identifies a plan or 
solution that poses a risk to people in marginalized positions, or is problematic because of assumptions or 
presumptions that minimize, deny, and/or blame people in marginalized positions and shows no regard to 
systemic factors that hinder people in marginalized positions from accessing resources or power needed to 
resolve the issue presented in the question.  

1- The candidate’s response is in opposition to the NAACP mission, values, and/or official position and/or does not 
adequately address the concern raised in the question and/or presents attitudes, beliefs or solutions that are 
potentially problematic and/or harmful, or put the onus to “fix” the problem solely back on people in marginalized 
positions. 

2- The candidate’s response indicates no understanding or knowledge of the content area addressed by the 
question. 

3- The candidate’s response indicates some knowledge of the issue but does not adequately address or provide a 
viable plan to address the issue presented in the question. 

4- The candidate’s response indicates knowledge and understanding of the issue presented in the question and also 
includes a plan that aligns with the values, mission, and/or official position of the NAACP and includes the 
experiences and voices of people in marginalized positions. 

5- The candidate’s response indicates an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the issues presented in the 
question. The response not only aligns with the values, mission, and/or official position of the NAACP, but 
describes a plan that puts people in marginalized positions in key roles to work along with them and provides 
adequate resources to support the plan, while simultaneously relying on best practices to produce the best 
possible outcome for all stakeholders. 

 
If a candidate does not answer a question, the score for that question is a zero (0). If a candidate does not respond to the 
survey at all, their score is a zero (0). Candidates who did not respond at all are marked with a lighter shade of red to 
more easily distinguish non-response from a scored response. 
 
Each item is scored individually and the score is presented in the final column of each table. This is considered raw data.  
 
Final NAACP Inquiry Score (N):   
 
Formula: 
Q1 (S) + Q2 (S) + Q3 (S) + Q4 (S) + Q5 (S) + Q6 (S) + Q7 (S) + Q8 (S)   = S 
                   8 
 
Please Note: 
There are three candidates who were not included as their information was on the Secretary of State’s website on August 
14th. They are marked with an asterisk and will not receive any score.  


